
The Redwood Empire ASHRAE section will not be 
hosting our annual summer social meeting. The 
board has decided it is still not the right time to 
gather our members in person. We are doing all that 
we can, however, to host in person meetings starting 
with our next meeting in Fall and with our golf 
tournament in October.

Redwood Empire ASHRAE is a section of Golden Gate ASHRAE                                                                 www.reashrae.org

No summer meeting
Inside:
Tony Costa Rememberance Pg. 2

President’s Message Pg. 3

Scholarship Recipients Pg. 4

ASHRAE Membership Pg. 6

July 2021 
Redwood Empire ASHRAE Section Newsletter

National ASHRAE has released recommendations for best 
practices for back to school COVID-19 procedures: 
ASHRAE Epidemic Task Force Reopening Guide for Schools 
www.ashrae.org/covid19

https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/technical%20resources/covid-19/ashrae-reopening-schools-and-universities-c19-guidance.pdf
http://www.ashrae.org/covid19
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We are deeply saddened by the news of Tony Costa’s 
passing. Tony was an integral part of our ASHRAE section for so 
many years, and we will forever be grateful for all this hard 
work. Tony was a great support of ASHRAE research. He was also 
an ASHRAE Fellow and Technology Award recipient. His work to 
build the HVAC&R industry in the Bay Area, and North Bay 
especially, will always be remembered. He left an amazing legacy 
at Costa Engineers. Please take some time to read his obituary:
Tony Costa Obituary

“Tony is truly one-of-a-kind. As a young sales 
engineer, I marveled at his unique ability to 
have deeply technical discussions yet stay 

grounded in reality, practicality and humor. I 
learned a ton from Tony and his team of 

professionals at Costa (particularly Chris and 
later Mat) as I came up in the local HVAC 

community and I will forever be grateful. Tony 
was a primary influencer for me to get 

involved in the Redwood Empire ASHRAE 
section, which I feel has been one of the most 
rewarding aspects of my professional career. I 

will always remember the first meeting I 
attended and his motivationally-worded plea 

for me to join the board. The time I have spent 
with the North Bay HVAC and construction 

communities shaped my life and there was no 
better role model to look up to than Tony. I 
think about him and his wisdom often and 
know that Costa Engineers is in excellent 

hands with Chris, Mat and the team that trained 
under Tony's tutelage. It is awesome to see his 

legacy continue through to the next 
generation(s). From our Italian family to Tony 

and Lynda's, please accept our condolences and 
fond remembrances. You will be missed.” 

–Adrian Giovenco

“Dear Jenny, Costa family & Costa Engineers 
team, Please accept my condolences & 

sympathy with Tony's transition. I always 
enjoyed my office visits with Tony (once 

Gabby cleared me to enter) & I was always 
grateful if I was able to chat with Lynda on my 
way out the door as they made such a beautiful 
couple. It was really fun & educational to sit 

aside of Tony at our industry ASHRAE 
dinners. He was well respected in our industry 
for his designs as well as his fortitude to "hold 

the specification" for the protection of his 
client's value as well as to ensure the proper 

system operation. We know he will continue to 
offer guidance as an Angel with Blessings & 

Humor.” – Greg Schnable

“Tony was one of the first engineers I worked 
with when starting my career. Tony was an 

extremely kind man and dedicated 
professional. He brought a common sense

element to the science of his profession that 
opened my eyes early in my career. Peace my 

friend.” –Mike Renovich

“Bless you Tony. You were a great engineer.” 
-Geoff DuBois

1946 - 2021

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/napavalleyregister/name/antonio-costa-obituary?pid=198671876
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President’s 
Message
Summer 2021

Harrison Nichols
REASHRAE 
President 2020-2021

Greetings!

I hope you are all doing well and staying
safe. As this ASHRAE year comes to a close,
I’d like to look back and reflect on what has to
be the strangest year of ASHRAE we’ve all
experienced. It has been a tough year to say
the least. No in person meetings. No golf
tournament. Countless video calls and
endless hours staring at our
computers. Member engagement has been
down, and we’ve had almost zero new
members sign up this past year. This is not
what I was hoping for from my year as
REASHRAE president. But I’m happy that I
will be coming back as the REASHRAE
President for another term! I’m hoping we
can make this coming up year the best one
yet. As things stand right now, it looks like we
will be able to host all our upcoming
meetings in person, as well as host our
annual golf tournament. Be on the lookout
for more details to come in the very near
future! Our first meeting of the year is
tentatively planned for Thursday, October
7th. This will be our annual joint meeting with
RECSI and will be hosted at Charlie’s in
Windsor. More details to follow. Our annual
golf tournament is tentatively planned for
Friday October 22nd at Rooster Run golf
course in Petaluma. We will be starting at
noon with a shotgun start and hosting our

banquet in the club house afterwards with
some good food and a big raffle! Then we’ll
be hosting our December meeting at Napa
Elks, March joint meeting with Golden Gate
ASHRAE, and then a Summer Social
event! We are in line for a very fun year. With
all that said, the biggest goal I have for this
next year is to increase our member
engagement and bring in some new
faces. We’ve all had more than enough time
spent in our own houses and home offices
this year. It’s about time we get back out into
the world and see some friendly faces! If you
are reading this and you have some new hires
at your company or anyone else you think
would gain something from being involved
with ASHRAE, please please please encourage
them to come out to REASHRAE events. It’s a
great way to network with their fellow North
Bay colleagues and connect with like minded
professionals. It’s a small time commitment
for such a rewarding experience! I hope to
see many new and familiar faces this year.
Thanks for all the hard work and support this
past year. From all of us on the board we
wish you a happy and healthy 2021. Let’s
make it a great year!

Sincerely,
Harrison Nichols
REASHRAE President
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Let’s make a push to have great 

Let’s make more connections with 

Congratulations 2021 REASHRAE Scholars!

Make a Donation
Please consider donating to 
support the continuation of 
the Redwood ASHRAE 
scholarship program.

Donate via PayPal

Annual Golf Tourney in Planning
We are happy to announce that the annual Redwood 
Empire ASHRAE golf tournament is currently being planned!
We are still waiting to lock in more details, but we are 
tentatively scheduled for a noon shotgun start on Friday 
October 22nd at Rooster Run in Petaluma. Stay tuned for more 
details and the formal invitation to come very soon!

Kayla Del Rosario
Todd Williams Scholarship
Montgomery High School
Plans to pursue a Master’s 
degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and work in a 
managerial position.
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

Vanessa Chen
Vintage High School
Wishes to pursue a 
degree in physics and 
work as a scientist, 
engineer or teacher.
Stanford University

Harper McClain
St. Helena High School
Hopes to pursue a 
degree in Environmental
Studies and perform
research to help solve
environmental problems.
University of Oregon

Luke Baird
Casa Grande High School
Wants to pursue a 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Environmental
Engineering and start his
own e-waste recycling
company. 
Santa Rosa Junior College

Aaron Beaube
Casa Grande High School
Wishes to pursue a 
Bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical or electrical
engineering and work as a 
professional engineer at a 
manufacturing company.
UC Davis

By Logan McGowan

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=EU2SFVM7E4UL8&source=url
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POSTPONED - New Date TBD
Refrigeration Site Visit

Upcoming Event: 
CO2 Chiller and Thermal Energy Storage

Mark your calendars for a tour of 
the chiller and energy storage 
facilities at Amy’s Kitchen.  More 
information coming soon!

Location: 
Amy’s Kitchen, Santa Rosa

Schedule:
Afternoon, time TBD
Possible post-tour Happy Hour at 
Russian River Brewing

Tickets:
TBD

Please register:
TBD
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ASHRAE
NOT A NATIONAL ASHRAE MEMBER? JOIN US!

By Mike Scofield, Membership Chair for Redwood Empire ASHRAE Section

Your membership in ASHRAE puts you in touch with over 53,000 members
in over 170 Chapters worldwide. This group includes Consulting Engineers,
Mechanical Contractors, Building Owners, Manufacturing Companies,
Educational Institutions, Research Organizations, Architects, Government
officials, and all concerned with HVAC&R for the Built Environment.
Join online at http://www.ashrae.org/join

Your ASHRAE membership includes:
• ASHRAE Handbook the year you join and 

each year you remain a member.
• Monthly ASHRAE Journal magazine.
• Discounts on attending ASHRAE annual EXPO 

and Technical Meetings.
• Discounts on over 300 of the HVAC&R 

Industry Technical Publications.
• Discounts for Continuing Education Courses 

through the ASHRAE Learning Institute.

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP ARE AS FOLLOWS:

• ASHRAE Member ($206) is available for anyone 
with 12 years or more ASHRAE approved 
experience in the HVAC&R Industry.

• Associate Member ($206) is available for 
anyone with less than 12 years of experience in 
the HVAC&R Industry.

• Affiliate Member* ($52 first year, $78 second 
year and $103 third year) is available for first 
time members under the age of 30 years. This is 
an excellent way for the young Design 
Professional to become involved with ASHRAE 
at a lower cost. *This membership does not 
include the ASHRAE Handbook.
Questions: Contact membership@ashrae.org

Send your check of $25 to P.O. Box 5665, Santa Rosa, CA. 95402 or bring your check to the next 
REASHRAE meeting. Make checks payable to Redwood Empire ASHRAE. Thanks!

2021-2022
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Join the Redwood Empire ASHRAE Section

Don’t forget to select your 
local Golden Gate Chapter 

when you join National 
Society! ($60)

http://www.ashrae.org/join
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The Grapevine
Is published quarterly by the Redwood Empire 
Section of the Golden Gate Chapter of ASHRAE. 
We encourage submissions from members and 
non-members alike that might be of interest to 
our readers. Items for publication should be 
submitted directly to the Editor and President 
via email. 

If you have questions or comments about the 
Grapevine, please contact the Editor:
William H. Martin III
wmartin@norman-wright.com

The Grapevine
Editor                                        William H. Martin III
Graphic Design                              Nicole  M. Travis

REASHRAE Board, 2021-2022
President                                        Harrison Nichols
Treasurer                                              Geoff DuBois
Secretary                                        Logan McGowan
Past President Harrison Nichols
Director Mike Scofield
Golf Tournament Committee:

Gary Harbison
Adrian Giovenco

Board of Governors:
William H. Martin III

Michelle Whitsitt
Maya Salabasheva

Please visit out website at 
www.reashrae.org

*The mention of any business, product or service in 
this newsletter does not imply endorsement by 
ASHRAE.

Events Calendar
Oct. 7, 2021 – RECSI Fall Joint Meeting

Oct. 22, 2021 – REASHRAE Annual Golf 
Tournament

TBD 2021 – Refrigeration Site Visit, Joint 
Event with GG ASHRAE

Jan. 31- Feb. 2, 2022 – AHR Conference 
https://www.ahrexpo.com/

Send us your ASHRAE-related events! 

Your Ad Could Be Here!
Your classified ad could reach more than 100 
engineers, contractors, facilities’ owners and 
manufacturers’ representatives. Business card 
ads are only $25 per issue (or $90 for 4 issues). 
For more information on advertising rates and 
publication guidelines, visit us online at 
www.reashrae.org or contact: 

Grapevine Editor, William H. Martin III
wmartin@norman-wright.com
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